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INTRODUCTION

This guide lists the plant species that occur in the fresh water section of the Bellinger
(including Kalang) and Coffs Coastal Catchments.

The location of the plants are shown as:

a) position within the catchment (upstream - downstream)
b) position on the river bank (zone)

** indicate if the plant species only occurs in a particular river system or only in one zone
of the system.

It is unlikely that all of the species listed will be found in one location. In choosing species
to plant for the restoration of a site, it is advisable to:

a) follow the recommendation indicated in the table as suitable for restoration, and
b) take note of species that are already present at or near the site and mimic nature.

What is the riparian zone?

The term riparian zone describes any land which adjoins, directly influences, or is influenced
by a body of water. These zones act as a link between the terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems
which lay either side of them.

Why is riparian vegetation important to in-stream health?
Clearing of riparian vegetation and disturbance through continuous grazing in the riparian
zones degrades stream health in a number of ways:

. it reduces shade, thereby increasing water temperature
it increases surface water run-off and sediment, as well as the removal of shelter
and habitat for terrestrial and aquatic fauna

. it destabilises banks and leads to accelerated stream bank erosion

Replanting cleared or disturbed riparian zones is an important land management action as
it helps to stabilise banks and provide a buffer against sediment.

Using a variety of native species ranging from tall, deep-rooted trees to fibrous root grasses
and shrubs will help to hold the soil in place and maintain the soils structural integrity.





































